Cupar’s Fruit and blossom group (FAB)

Meeting Date: 12/03/2014 19:30
Location: Cupar Fire Station Meeting Room, Cupar
Present: Bryan Rollo, Sarah Davidson ,Joy Rice, Karen Nichols, Laura Rigon
Apologies:  Debbie Payjack, John Anderson, Andy Collins, Nicky Allison.

1. Setting up a regular work day
The group discussed setting up a regular work day on the last Sunday of the month, where people could meet up and do whatever was needed at the time.  It was agreed this might be useful, particularly in the summer months for the Elmwood Plot and also at Orchard walk and again when pruning is needed over the winter period.  Agree at the next meeting whether to set one up for April or if they should begin in May.



2. Westfield Nursery, Rosturck House and Lunardi Court
Bryan and Nicky assisted in pruning with help from the staff at the nursery. Andy, Sara and Bryan also helped out with planting trees at the two care homes.



3. Need for an online diary
We need to have a diary/calendar to record the events. Will check with Jenny Collins if it is possible on the website.


4. Busy Bees
Andrea Roach has been busy in the nursery garden and has been pruning the trees which FAB helped plant.


5. Orchard walk
The under planting is in bloom and Monimail Tower project have offered some snowdrops which would need to be planted in the green.  

We could also plant more bulbs?  Fife Environmental Trust  provides grants for improvement in public spaces and will fund meadows and bulbs and seating but we would have to find 10% of the cost.  Agreed that we could do this but given we would also like to look at seating and interpretation boards should we check if multiple applications can be made.  It would be a shame to make a small application for bulbs if this then precluded the group from applying for a larger grant which could help towards other aspects of the project.

Action:  Sarah to investigated the possibility of a grant.

The orchard pressing at the end of October went well but this was largely due to luck as people turned up at various points throughout the day.  It would be good to repeat this in October but we may need to think about giving slots to people or operate on a first come first serve basis.   We should book the apple press early to ensure we get it for the day.

It was discussed at the meeting that last years crop of apples seemed to have been systematically picked by one individual or group over a short space of time and before the apples were ripe.  Given that it is a community orchard it is difficult to envisage how you would prevent this from happening.  Hopefully interpretation boards and a greater awareness of the site in Cupar may help.

Action: Joy to book the apple press from Howe of Fife for next years event

Hill of Tarvit apple pressing proved difficult last year and it's unlikely we could support it this year unless there's a greater number of people who can help out on the day.

6. Elmwood Plot

Sarah and Bryan visited recently to prepare the plot for the year.

7. Sustainable Cupar

Sarah wanted to bring to attention a couple of items from the main Sustainable Cupar Meeting.


a. Moor Road Walk 

This is taking place on Sunday 16 March, meeting point is Fisher and Donaldson at 14:00.  The walk will be an opportunity to discuss plans.


b. Cupar North Development

Sustainable Cupar has a new sub group.  As the Cupar North Development seems to be happening, Sustainable Cupar would like to put forward some green options for the development.


8. Stratheden Hospital

Sarah has been in touch re the greening Stratheden project and there is a possibility that we could get some ground to plant a larger community orchard.   Sarah is meeting with representatives from Stratheden on 18 March for further information.  It would be a large project and we would need to be sure as a group that we could take on not only the initial project but also any maintenance which was required with help from the hospital. 

There is a possibility of Orchard windfall funding but this needs to be investigated and would need some match funding and also wider participation within the community.  The windfall funding requires the trees to be planted between 29 Nov and 7 Dec .

Action:  Sarah to report back following the meeting.


9. Calendar. 

Tomato Plants – Date TBC

Bryan has 150 tomato plants that he would like to donate to Fab.  It was agreed that Fab would purchase some compost for Bryan as a thank you for the donation.  These could be given for donations at either the Farmers market or if possible at the SNP coffee morning like last year.  

Action:  Sarah to ask Karen and Contact other Sustainable Cupar Sub groups to see if they would be interested in participating in the event.  

Does anyone else have any additional seedlings, or produce?  If it's the farmers market it is likely that this would be the 19 April for the Farmers Market ( this may be a couple of weeks too early for the tomatoes).

Bee Event – End of May date TBC

Apple Pressing Day – 26 October 2014

10. Next meeting date

09/04/2014 19:30 Cupar Fire Station Meeting Room

